Was going to / Were going to

Point 1: We use ‘was/were + going to + base verb’ to talk about a future plan that was
canceled.

| was going to walk home, but it started raining.

We were going to have a meeting at 2pm, but it was canceled.
They were going to go to the beach, but they had to work.

He was going to start a new job in the summer, but he got sick.
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Point 2: This verb phrase follows this pattern in affirmative sentences:
Affirmative: Subject + was/were + going to + base verb

| was going to make a cup of tea, but we were out of tea.

She was going to watch television but decided to sleep instead.
They were going to play tennis until it started raining.

They were going to get married, but their parents forbade it.
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Point 3: This verb phrase follows this pattern in negative sentences:
Negative: Subject + was/were + not + going to + base verb

1. She wasn’t going to attend the party, but her friend convinced her to go.
2. We were going to leave, but we decided to stay until the end.

3. | wasn’t going to eat the cake, but it looks too tasty.

4. She wasn't going to take the job, but in the end, she needed the money.

Point 4: This verb phrase follows this pattern for questions:
WH question: Wh-word + was/were + subject + going to + base verb?
Yes/No question: Was/were + subject + going to + base verb?

Where was he going to go?

What was she going to do?

Was he going to go to the authorities?

Were we going to tell them the good news?
Were you going to eat the last slice of cake?
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Point 5: We use ‘just + going to’ to indicate a plan that was made immediately at the
time of speaking.

1. We were just going to leave. | am so glad we met you.



2. | was just going to offer you a ride home, but | see you rode your bike here.
3. l'was just going to say that, but you said it first!
4. | was just going to call you! Can | ask you some questions?

Point 6: Pronunciation tip! When speaking, we often say ‘gonna’ instead of ‘going to’.
When writing, always use 'going to' as it is more appropriate.

We were gonna go get a cup of coffee.

They were gonna go speak to the manager.

| was gonna ask if you watched that movie.

They were gonna hire more staff, but the economy got bad.

b=

Was going to

Watch four videos using the modal "was going to" in conversation.

Conversation 1 | PDF Worksheet

Man: How was your lunch?

Woman: Good. | ate at the new taco truck.

Man: Really? | was going to go there, but | got busy. How is it?

Woman: Good, but it is a bit pricey.

Man: Oh, really?

Woman: Yeah, | was going to have two tacos, but at seven bucks apiece, | just had
one.

Man: Wow, that is pricey!

Conversation 2 | PDF Worksheet

Man: Hey, check out my new car!

Woman: Oh, this is the one that was for sale.

Man: Yeah, the guy sold it to us cheap.

Woman: Really? Is there something wrong with it?

Man: No, it is just old. | wasn’t going to buy it at first, but after driving it, | love it.
Woman: Well, as long as it runs. So, can | get a ride home?

Man: | was just going to offer you one.

Conversation 3 | PDF Worksheet

Woman: Hey, what a surprise! | was just going to call you.
Man: Oh, yeah? What's up?

Woman: | was going to ask if you are still coming to the party.
Man: Yes, of course. | am really looking forward to it.

Woman: That’s great. | am so glad you can make it.

Man: Are you still planning on having it outside?




Woman: We were going to, but it looks like it is going to rain.
Man: No worries. | prefer indoor parties anyway.

Conversation 4 | PDF Worksheet

Woman: Hey, why are you here? | thought you were going to play futsal.
Man: | was, but we had to cancel.

Woman: Oh, yeah? What happened?

Man: Bob was going to drive us, but he got called in to work.

Woman: Oh, he was your only ride?

Man: Sadly, yes.

Woman: Well, now you get to hang out with me!

Man: | was just going to say that!

Quiz

Answer these questions about the interview.

1) What was the man going to do?

a) Call a Mexican restaurant
b) Buy some food for lunch

2) What was the man going to do?

a) Sell his car.
b) Offer her aride

3) What was the man just going to do?

a) Go outdoors
b) Give the woman a call

4) What was Bob going to do?

a) Cancelthe game
b) Take people to the game

Gap Fill: Listen to the audio. Type in the correct word!

Conversation 1

Man: How was your/you’re lunch?



Woman: Good. | ate in/at the new taco truck.

Man: Really? | was going to go there, but | got busy. What/How is it?
Woman: Good, but it is a bit pricey/price.

Man: Oh, really/rarely?

Woman: Yeah, | was gonna have two tacos, but at seven bucks a piece/apiece, | just
had one.

Man: Wow, that is pricey/priceless!

Conversation 2

Man: Hey, check up/out my new car!

Woman: Oh, this is the one that was for sale/sell.

Man: Yeah, the guy sold/sell it to us cheap.

Woman: Really? Is there something wrong on/with it?

Man: No, it is just old. | wasn’t going to buy it at first, but after driving/driven it, | love it.
Woman: Well, as long as it ran/runs. So, can | get a ride home?
Man: | was just going to offers/offer you one.

Conversation 3

Woman: Hey, what a surprise! | was just going to call/called you.
Man: Oh, yeah? What's up/at?

Woman: | was going to ask if you are still come/coming to the party.
Man: Yes, of course. | am really looking forever/forward to it.
Woman: That’s great. | am so glad you can made/make it.

Man: Are you still planning on having it online/outside?

Woman: We were going to, but it looks like it is going to raining/rain.



Man: No worries. | prefer indoor parties anywhere/anyway.

Conversation 4

Woman: Hey, why are you here? | thought you were going to plays/play futsal.
Man: | was, but we had to canceled/cancel.

Woman: Oh, yeah? Why/What happened?

Man: Bob was going to drive us, but he got called in to work/working.
Woman: Oh, he was your only rider/ride?

Man: Sad/Sadly, yes.

Woman: Well, now you get to hang out for/with me!

Man: | was just going to say that/it!

Corporate Vocabulary - Technology and Innovation

Digital transformation: The adoption of digital technology to transform services or
businesses.

Artificial Intelligence (Al): The simulation of human intelligence in machines.

Cloud computing: The use of internet-based servers to store, access and manage data and
applications remotely.

Cybersecurity: The practice of protecting systems, networks and programs from digital
attacks.

Big data: Extremely large data sets that may be analyzed to reveal patterns and trends.



